27 JULY '29]	RESOLUTION ON COUNCIL BOYCOTT
"Provided that nothing herein contained slnll prevent the Congress party in any
legislature from resicjnins their seats before the Congress is held at Lahore if they
consider it necessary to do so on any new issue that may arise hereafter."
In moving the resolution Mahatma GANDHI in a Hindi speech explained the
component parts of the resolution, and deplored that though there was not in sight
even the Dominion Status embodied in the Nehru Report still there were
Councillors who were anxious to carry on Council work and some who even loved
to sit in the Council. He said that he knew that this resolution might cause
surprise to some and pain to others. But it was the result of a prolonged and careful
consideration of the various aspects of the present position.
The Mahatma explained the history of the "Bombay and Delhi decisions against
which there had been protests from several Swaraiists. He for one was a man for
compromises. He had made compromises with the late Mr. Das and Pandit Motilal
Nehru afrer their return from jail. Now it was not a question of compromise between
him and Pandit Motilal Nehru but between them both on the one side and some of
the Swarajists on the other
The Working Committee had given serious consideration to tbe views of those
who thought that resignation from the legislatures at the present juncture was not a
proper course to adopt. They should consider that the Congress organisation must go
on. It was because he felt that the spirit behind the resolution would help them in
this task that he had urged the committee to accept it. Thev had sometimes been
accused of wanting in power and discipline of orginisation. However right an indivi-
dual might be in his own opinion, he must subordinate his opinion to the collective
opinion of others, for otherwise there would be no organisation. Hence the speaker's
appeal that, for the present, they shouH allow the Swarajists to work in the Council
But, let it be clearly understood, Mnhatma Candhi observed, that they must all
withdraw from the legislatures on the 1st January if in the meanwhile the repressive
policy was not abandoned and their demand not accepted. If, on the 3ist of December
the Congress adopted Independence as the creed then ipso facto all council work of
Congressmen would cease, and there would be no need for compromises like the
present after that. Between now and the Lahore Congress, there were five months :
and he at least was hoping every moment that it might not be necessary for the
Congress to adopt the Independence creed. At the same time, they could not forget
that the Nehru report had been treated as a scrap of paper and that there was
not even a sight of Dominion Status. But the underlying idea in the resolution was
to organise the country and prepare it for non-violent non-co-operation after the 3tst
December. If they would in the coming five months, conduct this task efficiently, they
would have achieved a great deal. Let them not forget that preparation and
organisation themselves sometimes frightened the enemy and avoided a battle. From
this point of view, therefore, they must not slacken their efforts at organisation. H«
therefore appealed especially to those legislators who wished to remain in the
councils during the next few months to realise the responsibility that lay on them.
Mr. Subash Chandra BOSE, who seconded the resolution, said that as a compro-
mise resolution and as a man-made formula, it had defects and short-comings. Yet,he
commended it as it represented the maximum agreement in the Working Committee,
There was no difference on tbe point that they could not afford to divide the Con-
gress when their forces and resources were required to fight the foreign b®rea^crac^.
The fundamental point of the agreement behind tbe resolution, was that, as things
stood at present, the only method of achieving Swaraj was non-violent Non^Co^opera-
tiof*—Civil disobedience or non-payment of taxes or both.
There was hardly anyone, at any rate in the Congress, who woald not agree to the
suspension of Council work if that was required in the larger interests of the country.
It might be argued that the preamble to the resolution was a repudiation of the
Swarajist policy and programme. The Swarajist policy had always been, and would
always be, to engage the enemy on all possible fronts till Swaraj was achieved. But, he
realised that certain occasions might arise when the fight in a certain front might
have to be suspended, in order to concentrate the fight at otber fronts. If the Con-
gress declared independence, then consistently with that ideal, it was not possible; for
the Swarajists to take the oath of allegiance in the legislatures. There need i>e

